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US Political / Cultural 
Boundaries 

 
AreaCodes 
BlockGroups 
Block_Population 
Cities 
Congressional_Districts_108 
Counties 
County_Boundaries_1980 
County_Boundaries_1990 
County_Boundaries_2000 
County_Boundaries_2001 
Federal_Lands 
Mjr_Cities 
Places_Ply 
Places_Pnt 
Populated_Places 
Populated_Places_Ply 
States 
Tracts 
Urban_Areas 
Wilderness_Preservation_System 
Zip3_Code_Ply 
Zip_Code_Ply  

 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983  

 
BaseLayers 
 
Cartographic base layers 
such as water features, 
political boundaries, 
roads, index maps, time 
zones, etc.  Many of 
these data sets originate 
from ESRI and the 
USGS. Further 
information about each 
layer is available in the 
associated metadata 
(XML) file viewable from 
the metadata tab in 
ArcCatalog. 

 
      

  US Physical Features 

 
Aquifers_Alluvial_Glacial_Origin 
Coal_Fields 
Continental_Divide 
Dams 
Drainage 
Fault_Lines 

 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
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Geologic_Units_Lines 
Geologic_Units_Poly 
Glacial_Limit_Lines 
Graphic_Geologic_Unit_Text 
Hydrography_Lin 
Hydrography_Ply 
Impact_Structure_Locations 
Major_Calderas_Impact_Structures 
Metamorphism_Areas_Facies_Types 
Mjr_Lakes 
Mjr_Rivers 
Surveyed_Summits 
USGS_Hydrologic_Units_Lines 
USGS_Hydrologic_Units_Poly  

GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983  

 

 
 
 

US Tansportation 

 
Airports_All 
Airports_pnt 
Highways 
Highway_Rail_Transfer_Facilities 
Hwy_Border_Crossing_Facilities 
Hwy_RR_Intermodal_Frt_Facilities 
Interstates 
Mjr_Highways 
Mjr_Roads 
Railroads_100k 
Rail_Border_Crossing_Facilities 
Transportation_Terminal 
Water_Ports  

 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
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Foreign Countries 

 
CAN_Airports_All 
CAN_Area_Codes 
CAN_Cities 
CAN_Indian_Reservations 
CAN_Mjr_Roads 
CAN_Municipality 
CAN_National_Parks 
CAN_Province 
CAN_Provincial_Park 
CAN_Rail_Roads 
CAN_Regional_Municipality 
CAN_Water_Ports 
EU_Cities 
EU_Ferries 
EU_Mjr_Roads 
EU_Mjr_Water 
EU_Populated_Places 
EU_Rail_Roads 
EU_Rail_Road_Stations 
EU_Roads 
EU_Urban 
EU_Water 
MX_Contours 
MX_Hwy_Rail_Intermodal_Terminals 
MX_Lakes 
MX_Municipios 
MX_Rail_Roads 
MX_Rivers 
MX_Roads 
MX_Urban_Ply 

 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984 
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MX_Water_Ports  GCS_North_American_1983  

 
Global 

Continents 
World_Admin_Areas_2004 
World_Cities 
World_Countries_2004 
World_Mjr_Rivers 
World_Regions 
World_Time_Zones 
World_UTM_Zones  

GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984 
GCS_WGS984  

 

 
 

Map Indices and Grids 

Lat_Long_Grid10x10degree 
Public_Land_Survey_System 
State_Plane_Bnd 
TopoQuad_100k 
TopoQuads_24k 
TopoQuads_250k  

GCS_WGS984 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983  

 
AnimalDisease 
 
Current status for 
specific program 
diseases as recorded in 
the GDB. The exception 
is Rabies Ranges which 
is from "Rabies 
Surveillance in the 
United States in 1996," 
John W. Krebs, MS; 
Jeans S. Smith, MS; 

 
Bovine_Brucellosis 
Rabies_Range 
Swine_Brucellosis 
Swine_Psuedorabies 

 
 
 

 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983  
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Charles E. Rupprecht, 
VMD, PhD; James E. 
Childs, ScD; JAVMA, 
Vol.211, No. 12, Dec. 
15, 1997, pp. 1525-1538 

 
DiseaseVectors 
 
Distribution and 
prevalence of important 
disease vectors such as 
mosquitoes and ticks. 
 
Further information 
about each layer is 
available in the 
associated metadata 
(XML) file viewable from 
the metadata tab in 
ArcCatalog. 

 
 

Mosquito 

Aedes_aegypti 
Aedes_atlanticus 
Aedes_atropalpus 
Aedes_communis 
Aedes_c_canadensis 
Aedes_dorsalis 
Aedes_excrucians 
Aedes_hendersoni 
Aedes_melanimon 
Aedes_sollicitans 
Aedes_sticticus 
Aedes_stimulans 
Aedes_taeniorhynchus 
Aedes_tormentor 
Aedes_triseriatus 
Aedes_trivittatus 
Aedes_vexans 
Aedes_zoosophus 
Anopheles_freeborni 
Anopheles_punctipennis 
Anopheles_quadrimaculatus 
Combined_Ranges (Culicoides 
variipennis complex ranges) 
Coquillettidia_perturbans 
Culiseta_melanura 

GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
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Culiseta_morsitans 
Culex_nigripalpus 
Culex_pipiens 
Culex_quinquefasciatus 
Culex_restuans 
Culex_salinarius 
Culex _tarsalis 
Culex_territans 
Psorophora_columbiae 
Psorophora_confinnis 
Psorophora_ferox  

GCS_North_American_1927
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927 
GCS_North_American_1927  

 
 

Tick 

 
Dermacentor_Andersoni 
Dermacentor_Nitens 
Ixodes_Scapularis_Pacificus  

 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983  

 
AgCensus 
 
Census of Agriculture 
data from the National 
Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS). Layers 
with dates (i.e., 1997) 
contain state-level data 
from the 1997 census; 
undated layers contain 
county-level 2002 data. 
 
Further information 
about each layer is 
available in the 

 

 
Aquaculture_Baitfish 
Aquaculture_Catfish 
Aquaculture_Catfish_1997 
Aquaculture_Crustaceans 
Aquaculture_Mollusks 
Aquaculture_Ornamental_Fish 
Aquaculture_Other_Fish 
Aquaculture_Other_Food_Fish 
Aquaculture_Other_Products 
Aquaculture_Other_Products_1997 
Aquaculture_Sport_Game_Fish 
Aquaculture_Trout 
Aquaculture_Trout_1997 
Cattle 

 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 



VS Atlas Database Dictionary 
 

Parent Folder & 
Description Sub-Folder File Name (SDE and lyr) Projection 

 

 
 

8     
O:\VS_Atlas_Data\Documents\VS_Atlas_Documentation\DataDictionary_May2005\VS_Atlas_Data_Dictionary.doc  Data intended for INTERNAL APHIS use ONLY. Not for redistribution.  
      
Last Revised:  5/26/2005 

USDA - APHIS - CEAH 

associated metadata 
(XML) file viewable from 
the metadata tab in 
ArcCatalog. 
 
In addition to the 
metadata (XML) files, 
look-up tables exist that 
contain complete field 
names for the 
abbreviated fields in 
each SDE layer.  These 
tables are stored as dbf 
files and contain “LUT” in 
the filename as viewed 
in ArcCatalog.  For some 
layers (e.g., Aquaculture, 
Misc Poultry) there is 
one LUT that applies to 
many layers. 
 
In addition, a document 
is available on the VS 
Atlas drive under the 
Ag_Census directory 
(“VS_Atlas_NASS_Code
s”) that contains 
information about the 
non-numeric characters 
used in most of the fields 
in the Ag Census layers. 
It can be viewed from 
within ArcCatalog. 
 

Goats_Angora 
Goats_Angora_1997 
Goats_Milk 
Goats_Milk_1997 
Horses 
Horses_1997 
Mink 
Mink_1997 
Poultry 
Poultry_Ducks 
Poultry_Ducks_1997 
Poultry_Emu 
Poultry_Geese 
Poultry_Geese_1997 
Poultry_Hatched 
Poultry_Hatched_1997 
Poultry_Ostriche 
Poultry_Other 
Poultry_Other_1997 
Poultry_Pheasant 
Poultry_Pheasant_1997 
Poultry_Pigeons 
Poultry_Pigeons_1997 
Poultry_Quail 
Poultry_Quail_1997 
Sheep 
Swine  

GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983  
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VS Related 
Infrastructure 

 
Accred_Labs 
Labs 
Official_Livestock_Markets 
VS_Administrative 
VS_Area_Offices 
VS_Associate_Regions 
VS_Border_Inspection_Posts 
VS_Emergency_Regions 
VS_Import_Centers 
VS_Laboratories 
VS_Office_Infrastructure 
VS_Regions 
VS_Regions_All 
VS_Sub_Regions 
VS_VMO_AHT_Duty_Locations  

 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_North_American_1983 
GCS_WGS_1984  

 
VetResources 
 
This dataset contains 
Veterinary Services 
infrastructure such as 
office locations, 
laboratories, and 
regions, as well as 
industry infrastructure 
such as waste feeders, 
plants, and other 
facilities.  

 
 

Industry Related 
Infrastructure 

 
Approved_Livestock_Markets 
Contract_Haulers 
Egg_Facilities 
Landfills 
Poultry_Facilities 
Rendering_Plants 
Swap_Shops_Meets 
Truck_Cleaning_Washing 
US_Fair_Grounds 
US_State_Fair_Grounds 
Waste_Feeders 

 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_WGS_1984 
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Avian 

 
116 Families containing 7,084 Species 
 
2.19 Gb 
 
Specific shapefiles with the naming 
convention:  Genius_species_type.shp 
 
Type = point or poly  

 
GCS_North_American_1983 

 
Wildlife 
 
Wildlife-related data 
concerning distribution, 
range, presence and 
abundance. 

 
 

Mammal 

 
58 Families containing 2,315 Species 
 
192 Mb 
 
Specific shapefiles with the naming 
convention: Genius_species_type.shp 
 

       Type = point or poly 
 
 

 

 
GCS_North_American_1983 

 
Ecology 
 
Datasets associated with 
landscape ecology. 

 

 
Ecoregions 
Marine_Ecoregions 
Terrestrial_Ecoregions  

 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_WGS_1984  

 
Climate 
 

 
 

Avg_Annual_Precip_1961_1990 
 

GCS_WGS_1984 
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 Surveillance 
 
VS surveillance tools 
such as the VS national 
grids. 

 

 
VS_Grid_3_75min 
VS_Grid_7_5min 

 
GCS_WGS_1984 
GCS_WGS_1984 


